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PROGRAMS, TESTS 

Identifiers-* Johnson Test of Motor Skill Development , 

Students in 24 perceptual development classes for the min.maily brain iniured 
were studied to determine the effect of structured physical activity on 
development, to compare this effect with the effect of unstructured act.vHy and to 
determine the effect of an increased amount of time of physical a ct ' v ' t f T . - , 

Test of Motor Skill Development was administered before and after an 8 ( week 
oroaram. The experimental qroup of classes was given structured physical activities 
the Control group had regular play periods. Results indicated a statistically significant 
Xrence b 9 etwe P en the e%enL,U and control group to<01> with 

skill development occurring in the experimental group. Scheduesanddiaresreco c I g 
structured activities used in the experimental group are included The Johnson le.t. 
four tables, four illustrations, and a 19-item bibliography are provided. (LL> 
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CHAPTER I 



INTRODUCTION 

in 1966 the School of Education at Memphis State University took 
part in a special program in undergraduate research training sponsored by 
the United States Office of Education under the auspices of Title IV, 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act. Fifteen students were selected 
to participate in this program based on their academic achievements. A 
major in education was not a prerequisite, although each of the students 
had had some experience in education classes. The objectives of the class 
were to establish in the students a basic philosophy of educational re- 
search and a working knowledge of statistical methods and research 
techniques. 

After five months of classroom study and several practicum experi- 
ences under the leadership of Dr. Donald R. Thomsen and Dr. Jimmie C. 
Fortune, Professors of Education, Memphis State University, the students 
were instructed to write and administer a research design as a term pro- 
ject. The selection of a topic was left to the students, and since two 
members of the team had worked with children with minimal brain dysfunction, 
and the other two members expressed an interest in these children, a pro- 
ject involving the Perceptual Development classes in Memphis was decided 

upon. 

Several designs were considered, such as a correlational study In- 
volving physical characteristics, a replication of previous studies using 
the Frostig materials, and a study of gross motor skills. After conferring 
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with Dr, Leo Kelly, Director of Special Education at Memphis State Univer- 
sity, Mr. Fred B, Bizot, President of the Memphis Education Foundation, 
and Mrs. Betty Owen, Assistant Professor of Physical Education at Memphis 
State University, the research team selected the study of gross motor 
skills. Further consultation led to the final development of the design 
entitled, ’The Effect of Structured Physical Activity on the Motor Skill 
Development of Children with Learning Disabilities (Minimal Brain Dys- 



function). ” 

Administrative problems, such as the selection of the test required 
by the design and the acquisition and modification of the equipment nec- 
essary to the test, were solved with the assistance of Mrs. Owen. 

The research proposal was submitted to the Memphis Board of Educa- 
tion. Their acceptance of the proposal was necessary for the research 



team to have access to the students in the classrooms. At a meeting with 
Dr. 0. Z. Stevens, Director of Research, Memphis Board of Education, and 
Mrs. Than Morris, Supervisor of Special Education, Memphis Board of Edu- 
cation, the proposal was accepted and full cooperation was insured. The 
actual administration of the design was begun immediately. 

The research team acknowledges indebtedness to the aforementioned 
people and would like to express appreciation for their assistance. 

The authors would like to thank the following schools, principals. 



and teachers for their cooperation. 

School Pri ncipal 
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Miss Pittman 
Miss McCorkle 
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Teacher 

Miss Aldrich 
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Mrs. Poston 
Miss Parker 
Mrs. Pollard 
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CHAPTER II 

STATEMENT OP THE PROBLEM 

Much has been done In the field of special education in the past 
ten years. One of the newest problems to be faced by educators in this 
area is the identification and proper education of children with minimal 
brain dysfunction. The Memphis City School System employs the following 
criteria 1 In the placement of children with minimal brain dysfunction into 
a program of special education: 

1. Specific learning deficits 

2. Perceptual deficits 

3. General coordination deficits 

4. Hyperkinesis 

5. Impulsivity 

6. Emotional lability 

7. Short attention span and/or distract ibi I ity 

8. Equivocal neurological signs 

A child who exhibits these characteristics is given an extensive 
battery of mental and physical tests. The recommendation of the educators, 
parents, and medical experts involved insures the placement of the child 
in one of the city»s small learning groups which are called Perceptual 

Development classes. 

Great strides have been made in the education of children with mini- 
mal brain dysfunction, and many answers have been found to help educators 
fill the learning deficits of children with minimal brain dysfunction. 

The areas of visual motor coordination and perception have been of 

•Harold W. Perry, A Perceptual Training Program f or Children with 
Learning Disorders (Memphis, Tennessee: Memphis City Schools, 1966), 

p. 2. 



